
 
 

Appendix E 

Pew Immigration Survey 

Question Wording 

Now thinking about our country, which of these is a bigger problem for the United States right 

now . . . legal immigration, illegal immigration, both equally, or neither? 

a) Legal immigration 

b) Illegal immigration 

c) Both equally 

d) Neither 

I’d like to get your reaction to proposals for dealing with the issue of immigration in the United 

States. First, thinking about immigrants who are now living in the U.S. illegally. Should illegal 

immigrants be required to go home, or should they be granted some kind of legal status that 

allows them to stay here? 

a) Required to go home 

b) Allowed to stay 

Would you favor or oppose creating a new government database of everyone eligible to work—

both American citizens and legal immigrants—and requiring employers to check that database 

before hiring someone for ANY kind of work? 

a) Favor 

b) Oppose 

Would you favor or oppose requiring everyone seeking a new job to have a new kind of driver’s 

license or Social Security card that proves they are U.S. citizens or are in the country legally? 

a) Favor 



 
 

b) Oppose 

Should illegal immigrants who are in the U.S. be eligible for social services provided by state 

and local governments, or should they not be eligible? 

a) Eligible for social services 

b) Not eligible 

Should the children of illegal immigrants who are in the U.S. be permitted to attend public 

schools, or don’t you think so? 

a) Permitted to attend public schools 

b) Don’t think so 

Which of the following actions do you think would be MOST effective in reducing the number 

of illegal immigrants who come to the U.S. across the Mexican border? 

a) Increasing the number of border patrol agents 

b) Building more fences on the border, OR 

c) Increasing the penalties for employers who hire illegal immigrants 

Would you favor changing the Constitution so that the parents must be legal residents of the U.S. 

in order for their newborn child to be a citizen, or should the Constitution be left as it is? 

a) Favor changing Constitution 

b) Leave Constitution as is 



 
 

 

TABLE E.1. Pew Immigration Survey Sample Characteristics 
 

White Black Latino
N 1499 176 185

Age
18‐29 10% 20% 32%
30‐44 24% 31% 32%
45‐59 36% 33% 25%
60+ 30% 16% 10%

Female 52% 56% 46%

Foreign born 4% 6% 43%

Education
Less than HS degree 6% 9% 27%
HS degree 27% 32% 32%
Some college 28% 29% 17%
Bachelor's or more 39% 27% 23%

Household income
Less than $10K 4% 17% 8%
$10K‐29,999 18% 29% 31%
$30K‐49,999 22% 15% 21%
$50K‐74,999 17% 11% 10%
$75K‐99,999 13% 9% 4%
$100K+ 15% 11% 15%

Region
Northeast 20% 15% 19%
Midwest 26% 17% 7%
South 34% 60% 34%
West 19% 9% 41%

Party affiliation
Republican 35% 8% 14%
Democrat 28% 63% 42%  



 
 

TABLE E.2. Antecedents to Attitudes on Types of Immigration with Whites as the Excluded 
Racial Category (Estimated with Multinomial Logit) 
 

β se β se β se
Black .14 .56 .44** .21 .78*** .27
Latino ‐.33 .66 ‐.04 .27 .91*** .29
Other race .60 .56 .13 .29 .72** .31
Age ‐.62 .96 ‐2.3*** .42 ‐1.3** .57
Education ‐2.0*** .74 ‐.78** .31 .93** .41
Female ‐.23 .31 .50*** .13 ‐.09 .17
Income ‐.81 .64 ‐.67** .26 ‐.62* .35
Foreign born ‐.10 .62 ‐.45 .28 .17 .27
Ideology (cons.) ‐.52 .65 ‐.21 .27 ‐1.8*** .36
Constant ‐.95 .77 .59* .34 ‐.79* .44

N
Log likelihood
Percent predicted 
correctly
PRE ‐.011

165.48

.656

Which of these is a bigger problem for the U.S. right now                  
(compared to "illegal" immigration)

Legal Both equally Neither is a problem

1663

Source: Pew Immigration Survey 
*p < 0.10 
**p < 0.05 
***p < 0.01 



 
 

 

TABLE E.3. Antecedents to Attitudes on Types of Immigration with Blacks as the Excluded 
Racial Category (Estimated with Multinomial Logit) 
 

β se β se β se
White ‐.10 .56 ‐.47** .21 ‐.74*** .27
Latino ‐.44 .81 ‐.50 .32 .16 .36
Other race .49 .74 ‐.33 .34 ‐.03 .38
Age ‐.63 .96 ‐2.3*** .42 ‐1.3** .57
Education ‐2.0*** .74 ‐.78** .31 .93** .41
Female ‐.23 .31 .50*** .13 ‐.09 .17
Income ‐.81 .64 ‐.66** .26 ‐.62* .35
Foreign born ‐.10 .62 ‐.45 .28 .17 .27
Ideology (cons.) ‐.52 .65 ‐.21 .27 ‐1.8*** .36
Constant ‐.83 .85 1.0*** .36 ‐.03 .46

N
Log likelihood
Percent predicted 
correctly
PRE

.657
‐.009

1663
165.61

Which of these is a bigger problem for the U.S. right now                  
(compared to "illegal" immigration)

Legal Both equally Neither is a problem

Source: Pew Immigration Survey 
*p < 0.10 
**p < 0.05 
***p < 0.01 



 
 

 

TABLE E.4. Antecedents to Attitudes on Illegal Immigration Index Measure Comparing 
Models with Excluded Categories of White and Black (Estimated with Ordinary Least 
Squares) 
 

β se β se
White ‐‐‐ ‐‐‐ .30** .13
Black ‐.30** .13 ‐‐‐ ‐‐‐
Latino ‐1.1*** .14 ‐.76*** .18
Other race ‐.31** .16 ‐.01 .19
Age ‐.36 .24 ‐.35 .24
Education ‐1.2*** .17 ‐1.2*** .17
Female ‐.12 .07 ‐.12 .07
Income .12 .15 .12 .15
Foreign born ‐.32** .14 ‐.32** .14
Ideology (cons.) 1.3*** .15 1.3*** .15
Constant 3.3*** .19 3.0*** .21

N
Log likelihood

Adj. R2

Model 1 Model 2

1499 1499

Illegal immigration index

.125 .125

‐2592.702 ‐2592.648

 
Source: Pew Immigration Survey 
*p < 0.10 
**p < 0.05 
***p < 0.01 
 


