Sharks are Mother Nature’s great evolutionary success
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almost unchanged for at least one hundred million years.
Just like tigers and lions, the oceans predatory sharks have
etched themselves into human consciousness. There are
tales and legends from almost every continent. In many
island nations sharks were worshipped as gods or reincarnations of revered chiefs. The fear of sharks so preva-
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lent today is a relatively recent phenomenon. Our modern
image of sharks often portrays them as malevolent man
eating monsters, but in reality sharks are less dangerous
than most believe. Accounting for on average only 4 human deaths a year, shark attacks are rare. In stark contrast,
the number of sharks killed per year could be as high as
73 million to supply the Asian demand for shark fin soup.
With many populations dangerously close to extinction, a
culture of shark conservation and appreciation only began
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story. Their blueprint is so near perfect that it has remained

CHICAGO

in 1990s when science began to show the vital role sharks
play in the structure of the oceans. At the same time, shark
tourism grew into a multi-million dollar industry and today
we are on the cusp of a major paradigm shift where sharks
are worth more alive then dead.
Sharks and People is the first book to visually chronicle and explore the complicated relationship between
humans and sharks. It is the culmination of more than
decade of photographic assignments and expeditions.
It charts interactions from prehistory to the modern day,
from shark worship in indigenous island communities to
the fear cultivated by JAWS in the western world. The book
also contrasts the shark fin trade with shark tourism and
conservation efforts. The word ‘Shark’ triggers emotions in
almost everyone and there is a hunger to learn more about
this denizen of the deep, be it driven by fear or fascination.
Sharks and People is photographed and written by
National Geographic Photographer and marine biologist
Thomas P. Peschak. This book features a unique collection
of 150 intimate and astonishing photographs taking the
reader on a visual journey to more than a dozen locations
on four continents. Highlights include rarely seen shark
behaviors, interactions between surfers and sharks and
an unprecedented glimpse into the secretive world of the
shark fin trade. The images are supported by 11 chapters of
accessible and engaging, yet authoritative popular science
text infused with personal experiences garnered by the au-
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thor’s decade of exploration and photography. The text is
grounded in more than 500 scientific papers and provides
a timely and seminal review of the relationship between
sharks and people.
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At once feared and revered, sharks have captivated people since our earliest human encounters. Children and adults alike stand awed before aquarium shark
tanks, fascinated by the giant teeth and unnerving eyes. And no swim in the
ocean is undertaken without a slight shiver of anxiety about the very real—and
very cinematic—dangers of shark bites. But our interactions with sharks are not
entirely one-sided: the threats we pose to sharks through fisheries, organized
hunts, and gill nets on coastlines are more deadly and far-reaching than any
bite. In Sharks and People acclaimed wildlife photographer Thomas P. Peschak
presents stunning photographs that capture the relationship between people and
sharks around the globe.
A contributing photographer to National Geographic, Peschak is best known
for his unusual photographs of sharks—his iconic image of a great white shark
following a researcher in a small yellow kayak is one of the most recognizable
shark photographs in the world. The images gathered here are no less riveting,
bringing us as close as possible to sharks in the wild. Alongside the photographs,
Sharks and People tells the compelling story of the natural history of sharks.
Sharks have roamed the oceans for more than four hundred million years, and
in this time they have never stopped adapting to the ever-changing world—their
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unique cartilage skeletons and array of super-senses mark them as one of the
most evolved groups of animals. Scientists have recently discovered that sharks
play an important role in balancing the ocean, including maintaining the health
of coral reefs. Yet, tens of millions of sharks are killed every year just to fill the
demand for shark fin soup alone. Today more than sixty species of sharks, including hammerhead, mako, and oceanic white-tip sharks, are listed as vulnerable or
in danger of extinction.
The need to understand the significant part sharks play in the oceanic ecosystem has never been so urgent, and Peschak’s photographs that bear witness to
the thrilling strength and unique attraction of sharks can play a part. They are
certain to enthrall and inspire.
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Sevengill sharks congregate in great numbers in South Africa’s Castle
Rock Marine Reserve. Though still being researched, the assembly is
thought to be linked to social interaction and mating.
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Plastic pollution is becoming a common ingredient in the diet of most marine
organisms. As filter feeders, whale sharks are prone to ingest plastic during
their daily feeding sweeps through the water column.
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A Galapagos shark spyhops, exposing its nictitating membrane,
a “third eyelid” that horizontally covers the eye.
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Despite their size and formidable reputation, white sharks can be surprisingly
perceptive and calm. This 11-foot (3-m) female hovers just inches away from
the tentacles of a delicate, yet deadly box jelly.
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Mako shark carcasses lined up for auction
at the Dubai fish market.
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In remote locations like Aldabra Atoll, sharks are abundant. They
congregate in schools of 100 and can be encountered in water that
is often only a few inches deep.
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Providing sanctuary for sharks can often benefit other predators too,
such as this large potato grouper at Aldabra.
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A juvenile Galapagos shark curiously and calmly inspects
its reflection in the mask of a diver.
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South Africa’s Castle Rock Marine Reserve is one of the few locations in
the world where divers can observe large numbers of sevengill sharks.
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